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Project Overview:  NHMRC Partnership Project #1091491
Improving the developmental outcomes of Northern Territory children: a datalinkage study to inform policy and practice in health, family services and education
Project summary
This research partnership aims to advance scientific, policy and community understanding of the main drivers of developmental disadvantage in the Northern Territory (NT). It will build data-linkage infrastructure combining data usually retained separately by health, education, child protection and justice agencies to enable integrated service planning and monitoring of outcomes maximising collective efficacy in reducing gaps between Indigenous and other children’s health, education and other life outcomes. 
Probabilistic record-linkage will combine longitudinal service data from these agencies on over 60,000 NT born children. These unit-record data will also be linked with community-level data enabling analyses not previously possible to investigate early life health and socio-demographic determinants of four high-prevalence developmental outcomes:
1. Early childhood development and readiness for school learning (AEDI).
2. School attendance, literacy and numeracy at ages 8, 10, 12 & 14 years (NAPLAN)
3. Children’s involvement with the child protection system
4. Youth involvement with the juvenile justice system.

Cutting-edge statistical methods will be used to explore relationships in sub-populations to identify multilevel effects and account for potential confounding and/or mediating factors. Economic modelling of the costs of outcomes 1–4 and the cost-benefit of evidence-based preventive interventions achieving percentage-point reductions in these outcomes will be estimated. 
The linked data-sets will provide unique opportunities to investigate developmental outcomes of other health issues of concern in the NT (e.g. alcohol and tobacco use in pregnancy, gestational diabetes, low birth weight, failure to thrive, and otitis media). Findings will be widely disseminated through a) publication of separate research monographs on issues 1-4 above; b) research-to-practice stakeholder workshops and community forums; c) scientific journals publications & conference presentations.
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Organisational Partners
· Menzies School of Health Research (Centre for Child Development and Education)
· Northern Territory Department of Children and Families
· Northern Territory Department of Education and Training
· Northern Territory Department of Health
· Aboriginal Medical Services Alliance of the Northern Territory (AMSANT)

Research Team
CIA - Prof Sven Silburn 		Menzies School of Health Research
CIB - Prof John Lynch 		 	University of Adelaide & University of Bristol, UK 
CIC - Dr Steven Guthridge 		NT Department of Health & Flinders University of SA 
CID - Prof Richard Midford 	 	Menzies School of Health Research 
CIE - A/Prof Julie Brimblecombe 	Menzies School of Health Research
CIF - Dr Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews 	University of Technology, Sydney
CIG - Dr Stefanie Schurer 		University of Sydney
CIH - Dr Peter Shaw 			Charles Darwin University
CII – Dr Margaret Walter		University of Tasmania
AIA - Dr Carrington Shepherd 	Telethon Kids Institute  
AIB - Prof Fiona Stanley		Telethon Kids Institute
AIC - Dr Kevin Schnepel 		University of Sydney 
AID - Dr Liz Moore 			AMSANT
[bookmark: _GoBack]PSP - Dr Murthy Mittinty		University of Adelaide4
PSP - Dr Teresa Cunningham		Menzies School of Health Research
PSP - Dr John McKenzie		Menzies School of Health Research
PSP - Sharon Haste			Menzies School of Health Research

Further information
For further information on this project please contact:

John McKenzie				Sharon Haste
Ph: (08) 89 468 433 Mob: 0409 290 431	Ph: (08) 89 468 427 Mob: 0477 060 016
Email: john.mckenzie@menzies.edu.au	Email: sharon.haste@menzies.edu.au

Centre for Child Development and Education
Menzies School of Health Research
Building Red-9, Charles Darwin University
Casuarina, NT 0810
Web:  http://ccde.menzies.edu.au
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