


Policy implications

�,�Q���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���%�U�L�V�E�D�Q�H���E�D�V�H�G���2�Q�H�����V�H�Y�H�Q�W�\���&�H�Q�W�U�H�Æ
the new National Centre for Quality Improvement in Indigenous 
�3�U�L�P�D�U�\���+�H�D�O�W�K���&�D�U�H�Æ�W�K�H Let’s Start research team aims to create 
�D���V�\�V�W�H�P���I�R�U���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�Q�J���6�(�:�%���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�K�H�F�N�V���D�Q�G��
providing Aboriginal families with pathways for referral to suitable 
programs. This involves developing and implementing robust child 
developmental assessment guidelines for identifying social-emotion-
al problems early, but also developing additional resources so that 
�W�K�H�V�H���W�D�V�N�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���V�L�P�S�O�\���D�G�G�H�G���W�R���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���G�H�P�D�Q�G�V���R�Q���S�U�D�F�W�L�W�L�R�Q-
ers. This will follow a number of steps:
1. Designing and developing screening tools that are validated and 

easy to use.

2. Developing guidelines for clinicians to use these screening tools and 
to clarify referral pathways to appropriate SEWB services.

3. �7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���I�R�U���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���Z�H�O�O�E�H�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���L�Q��
SEWB assessment and referral, and to support the effective 
implementation of SEWB screening. 

4. �0�D�S�S�L�Q�J���R�I���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���O�L�Q�N�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�R�V�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���S�D�U�H�Q�W�L�Q�J��
psychological services that are available to Aboriginal families. This 
will assist health and wellbeing services to develop effective systems 
�R�I���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����L�W���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R��
inform government about models for development of integrated 
services to improve the SEWB of Aboriginal children, families and 
communities as a whole. 

������Participation in the review of CQI audit protocols to be adopted by 
�2�Q�H�����V�H�Y�H�Q�W�\�����7�K�L�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�K�H���Ï�Q�D�O���F�R�P�S�R�Q�H�Q�W���R�I���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G��
SEWB system for Aboriginal children and families. Future Let’s 
Start participants will be engaged in pilots of the child health audit 
process. 

The integration of SEWB programs in child health care will provide 
�D���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���7�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\�Ê�V��
health, education and community sectors. 
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